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The International Submariners Association/USA is the United States arm
an informal international organization dedicated to promoting brotherhoo
among submarine veterans of all nations.
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Our Creed

The Purpose of
the ISAUSA is to:
Perpetuate the
memory of those
who have lost
their lives in sub-
marines and to
further promote
and keep alive
the spirit and
unity that exists
among all sub-
marine crewmen,
to foster friend-
ship and goodwill
internationally,
remembering al-
ways our belief in
the freedom of
thoughts, words
and deeds.
Every  Member
shall remain loyal
to his country at

all times.
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The recent meeting of the International Submariners Association that was held
in Israel was a delightful experience. The members were treated to some exotic
dinners, interesting and informative tours, and the opportunity to observe one
of their submarines that surfaced alongside of a pier.

There were about 300 attendees from 19 nations. This includes a member of the
Japanese military who will make a report to the Japanese submariners. Russia
led the attendance with 75 members.

This was my first visit to the Middle East and | am looking forward to the next reunion which will
be held in Istanbul, Turkey.

Fred D. Wagner
President ISA/USA

How often do you attend I missed the Congress in Poland but tried to
the Annual International Con- | make up for it when ISA-USA hosted the 46th
gress? Congress in San Diego last year.

If your answer to this is never, |It goes without saying that these types of vaca-
or very infrequently, then you |tions can become very expensive, and for that
are my target audience. reason | have had to pass on a few, but when
one considers everything that is built into these
events it becomes a good foundation for con-
tinuing your vacation further.

One of my primary reasons for
becoming a member of ISA was to be able to
travel to countries that would not ordinarily be

on my list of interests. The most important I would like to encourage every member to con-
benefit from this is to foster new friendships sider any or all of the current schedule of coun-
within the International Submariner Commu- tries that will host the next congresses.

nity. They are:

When [ joined ISAUSA, registrations were be- | 5511 Istanbul, Turkey
ing taken for the 43rd Congress, hosted by The
Russian Federation in Moscow. Wow! What an
opportunity. Over 40 years ago when | was 2013 Italy

punching holes in the oceans, never everdid I || ¢losing, | would like to say that it is an honor

think I would have the chance to visit Russia, |5 pe the Vice President of such an extraordi-
but there | was standing in the middle of Red nary organization.

Square.

2012 Kiev, Ukraine

Fraternally,
The year after that | found myself visiting John C. North

France, and more specifically Cherbourg, and | vjice President ISAUSA
the Normandy beaches. | have always wanted
to visit Normandy and there was my chance.
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Membership during the last 5 years in the ISAUSA has given me the opportunity
to meet many people and visit major attractions in cities and countries that |
most likely would never have had the opportunity to visit.

It is difficult to match the camaraderie and spirit of goodwill experienced at the

J or that of sampling the cultural aspects of different countries, it is always close at
2 hand when the submariner communities from some 19 to 21 countries gather
each year.

For my own experience, the enjoyment | find in meeting submariners from around the World is
priceless. In Russia 2006, it was the military history and wonderful baked foods. In Poland 2008,
it was again the history of the country, and the wonderful vodka that has become World famous.
Most recently, the history of the Holy Land, and the struggle for sustainment of the State of Israel,
piqued my interests, and has opened up new areas of personal research for me. During 5 days of
guided travel throughout Israel, to name a few highlights of the trip, our group visited Nazareth,
Acre, Jerusalem, an Arabian community, Masada, The Dead Sea, and a Naval Base at Haifa,
where we were all hosted to a submarine surfacing. When was the last time you witnessed a
submarine surfacing within the harbor of the naval base? Our Israeli hosts were absolutely gen-
erous and superb in all respects.

Each international congress experience stands on its own, and has had its own specialties and
rewards for me, and I'm sure it will serve to your satisfaction as well.

Gil Miller, Recorder
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Left - John Ulmen, Fred Wagner and Masanori Tonegawa (Japan) //-




